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YARNELL BURGLARY DEFENDANTS SENTENCED

*k*x

On behalf of the Yavapai County Attorney’s Office, the Sheriff's Office is pleased to announce the
sentencing of 3 defendants involved in crimes occurring while Yarnell was under evacuation during the
Yarnell Hill Fire. For details on the original investigation and arrests, prior media releases are included on
the following pages.

1. Thomas Adams - In case CR201300731: On 1/29/14, Adams pled to Attempted Trafficking in
Stolen Property, class four felony; Misconduct Involving Weapons (Prohibited Possessor) class
four felony; Theft of a Firearm class six felony. Sentenced on 3/5/14 to 5 years Department of
Corrections (DOC) and fines of $1,372.50. In CR201300749: On 1/29/14, Adams pled to 2
counts of Sexual Conduct with a Minor, class six dangerous felony. Sentenced to 2 years DOC
and lifetime sex offender registration. Background on the Sex Conduct conviction - During the
investigation of property stolen during the Yarnell Hill Fire, detectives discovered 22-year-old
Adams was involved in sexual relationship with a teenaged female. He was charged resulting in
the indicated conviction.

2. Dakota Slone — On 1/27/14, Slone pled to Burglary in the Second Degree, class three felony; 2
counts of Trafficking in Stolen Property in the First Degree, class two felonies; Theft, class five
felony. On 2/24/14, Slone was sentenced to 4 years DOC with 5 years’ probation, $9,150.00
fines, and restitution in the amount of $2,455.00.

3. Robert Frost — On 1/27/14, Frost pled guilty to Conspiracy to Commit Trafficking in Stolen
Property in the Second Degree — 2/14/14 sentenced to 4 years’ probation with 202 days in jail.
Frost had 202 days in-custody and was released with time served. He was ordered to pay
$2,745.00 in fines, and restitution in the amount of $2,455.00.

Sheriff Mascher would like to thank the involved deputies and detectives for
their dedication to this investigation which resulted in the arrest of Adams,
Slone, and Frost — Individuals willing to take advantage of a horrific tragedy.



Prior media releases ----

Issued July 15, 2013 - Additional Suspect Arrested in
Recent Yarnell Burglary - YCSO deputies and
detectives have continued their investigation regarding
the burglary of a Yarnell home following evacuation due
to the Yarnell Hill Fire. On July 12, 2013, detectives
received an anonymous tip that 22-year-old Thomas
Adams was in possession of stolen firearms taken from
the victim’'s residence. Adams was known to reside in
Yarnell and associated with Slone and Frost, already in-
custody for the burglary.

Late in the day on July 12, 2013, detectives contacted
Adams during a traffic stop in Prescott and he readily
admitted possessing a .22 caliber pistol stolen from the
victim's home. Adams indicated the handgun was still
inside his Yarnell residence and Frost had given him the
weapon. Detectives completed a search warrant for |
Adam’s residence and recovered the pistol along with
additional stolen property. Detectives expect to locate
more firearms as the investigation continues. Several
search warrants have already been served.

Adams was booked at the Camp Verde Detention Center on charges including Theft and
Control of Stolen Property, Prohibited Possessor in Possession of a Firearm, and Trafficking in
Stolen Property.

Detectives continue looking for the remaining stolen property and the likelihood of additional
suspects. If anyone has information related to this incident or other thefts in the Yarnell
community, please contact Detective Keith Levin at 928-771-3278.

Original release is below ---

Original release issued July 11, 2013 - Burglary Suspects Take
Advantage of Unoccupied Home following Evacuation in Yarnell — 2
Suspects Arrested--



On July 11, 2013, 27-year-old Dakota Slone from Yarnell, and 22-year-old transient Robert
Frost, were arrested for several charges involving the burglary of a Yarnell home.

On Monday, July 8, 2013, Yavapai County Sheriff's Office deputies were dispatched to the
16000 block of West Way in Yarnell regarding a burglary report. The homeowner told deputies
that sometime between June 30, and July 8, 2013, suspects forced entry into his residence via
a bedroom window. Several items were stolen including firearms, numerous high quality knives,
coins, and jewelry.

The victim indicated he had seen two suspicious males in their 20’s near his residence when the
evacuation was just getting underway. He provided a detailed description of both men, noting
that one was carrying a brownish colored backpack. During this conversation, the deputy
recalled seeing the suspicious men while evacuating a neighborhood on Crest Way. The deputy
spoke with them and both claimed they were assisting with the evacuation. One of the men
indicated he was trying to borrow a vehicle so he and his friend could drive to Peeples Valley.

On July 9, 2013, deputies were contacted by the owner of a 1994 green Geo Metro who
explained he was trying to find his car after loaning it to Slone and Frost. A short time later, the
owner found his car parked at the Comfort Inn on White Spar Road in Prescott. The deputy also
recalled seeing Frost drive this vehicle towards a checkpoint earlier in the week.

Deputies sent out a bulletin to area law enforcement agencies describing the stolen property.
On July 10, 2013, a Prescott Police detective contacted the investigating deputy and advised a
large Buck brand knife and hatchet, matching descriptions in the stolen property report, had



been pawned. The pawn shop was located in Prescott and the customer pawning had been
identified as Robert Frost who received a cash payout.

Deputies recovered the items and confirmed by surveillance video and documentation from the
pawn store that both Frost and Slone were in possession of stolen property.

On July, 10, 2013, YCSO deputies found Slone at the Comfort Inn. A consent search of the
rented room revealed a stolen telescope taken from the Yarnell home. Slone was arrested and
interviewed by YCSO detectives. Slone initially denied involvement, but after learning of the
evidence obtained so far, admitted his participation. He later told detectives some of the stolen
coins were buried “in the woods” at a location in Prescott. Slone was taken to this area and
several stolen items, including jewelry and coins, were recovered.

With the motel room secured pending a search warrant, Frost arrived unannounced and was
arrested. The search resulted in additional stolen property found and recovered.

Frost also initially denied involvement until learning of the evidence collected. He also indicated
some of the property had been sold to a “cash for gold” location in Prescott.

The investigation is ongoing as detectives are in the process of locating the stolen firearms
along with additional property. Detectives are also determining if the suspects are involved in
any other thefts.

Both were booked at the Camp Verde Detention Center. Slone’s charges include Burglary,
Theft, and 5 counts of Trafficking Stolen Property. Frost's charges include Burglary, Theft, and
Trafficking Stolen Property. Bond for Slone is $15,000. Bond for Frost has not been set.

Citizens can contact the Yavapai County Sheriff's Office with information or questions at 928-771-3260 or the YCSO
website: www.ycsoaz.qgov



